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with Gyfford; they had no smith or carpenter
or tools, except a few hatchets, and the Attinga
people swarming into Anjengo burned and plun-
dered the settlement, forcing a crowd of women
and children to take refuge in the small fort.
Though no concerted attack was made at first, the
assailants tried with fire arrows to set fire to the
palm-leaf roofs, which had to be dismantled; and
all through the siege, which lasted six months,
the sufferings of the garrison were increased by
the burning rays of a tropical sun or the torrential
rains of the monsoon.

On the 25th April, they were cheered by the
arrival of two small English ships from Cochin,
where the intelligence of the disaster had reached;
and received a small reinforcement of seven men
with a consignment of provisions. A message
of condolence also had come from the Eajah of
Quilon, who offered to receive the women and
children, so one hundred and fifty native women
and children, widows and orphans of the slain,
were sent off. On the 1st May, an ensign and
fifty-one men, collected by Mr. Adams from Calicut
and Tellicherry, joined the garrison, and gave
some relief from the constant sentry duty that